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Ambulance Station Closed
Amid Funding Shortfall
On September 1, St. Charles County Ambulance District closed Station 10, located at 130 Weiss Road in
Cottleville. This is the latest in a series of operational cost-saving measures implemented by the District
due to a shortfall in tax dollars and decreasing medical reimbursement.
The affected station, located centrally in the county (shown as Zone 10 on the map below), previously
housed three ambulances and a supervisor. Last year, these units responded to 582 emergency calls.
Since September 1, emergency calls have been handled by ambulances responding from adjacent zones.
The closure of this base follows the removal from service one of the two ambulances housed at Station 15
(near the intersection of Feise Rd. and Bryan Rd. in O’Fallon) just 5.5 miles west. Since this ambulance
was removed, the remaining ambulance at Station 15 and those in surrounding zones (14 and 6) have
seen an increase in call volume and extended response times (four to six minutes).
Over the past four years, St. Charles County Ambulance District has been forced to implement numerous
service reductions amid a challenging financial environment. Most notably, in 2010, one of two advanced
life support ambulances at Station 8, which serves the Harvester/Highway 94 corridor, was removed from
service. This resulted in an increase in call volume and extended response times (three to five minutes) for
the remaining ambulance and those in surrounding zones (2 and 7). 2010 also saw the removal of two
overnight ambulances, which has added to the call volume for emergency crews.

Q&A With The Chief

Q: How do assessed valuation and Missouri’s Hancock Amendment affect SCCAD?
A: You may be surprised to learn that St. Charles County Ambulance District (SCCAD) not only has one
of the lowest property tax rates of any taxing entity in the county, but also one of the lowest among
emergency service providers in the St. Louis metro area.
SCCAD’s maximum tax rate is 15 cents per $100 of assessed valuation – a figure that was approved
by voters and hasn’t changed since our inception in 1974. By contrast, the average fire district in the
County receives 46.4 cents per $100, and the average city receives 56.4 cents. Taxes paid to
SCCAD are used to provide staffing, equipment and other resources so that when you call 911 in
need of an ambulance, we are able to respond immediately.
From 1974 to 2001, property owners paid the 15-cent rate, but due to Missouri’s Hancock
amendment, which places a cap on the amount of taxes a taxing entity may charge in any given
year, the District has been required to reduce its tax rate . As a result, SCCAD has not collected 15
cents since 2001, resulting in a $17.8 million cumulative impact on revenue over the past 12 years
(see upper right chart).
In accordance with state law,
entities that had adjusted tax rates
downward per Hancock have, in
recent years, had the ability to
adjust their rate to account for
changes in assessed valuation.
Agencies must still remain below
their maximum rate – in our case, 15
cents.
SCCAD’s tax rate adjustments have
had a minimal impact on the amount
paid by property owners –
an
individual owning property valued at
$200,000 back in 2007 has seen an
increase of only 35 cents on their
tax bill (see lower right chart).

Did You Know?
In 2013, the owner of a $100,000
home will pay an annual property
tax of under $26 to support
District operations.

Annual Property Taxes Paid To SCCAD
(based on the ownership of property
valued at $200,000 in 2007)
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Taz Meyer, Chief Executive Officer
St. Charles County Ambulance District
Have a question for Chief Meyer? Use the ‘Contact Us’ button
on our website, www.sccad.com, or call 636-344-7600 Monday –
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

SCCAD Paramedics Receive
State, Local Honors
St. Charles County Ambulance District is fortunate to have a dedicated
team of professionals who work tirelessly not only for the patients with
whom they have direct contact, but their community as a whole. That
combination of excellence in patient care and community outreach
recently led to two Paramedics being selected as standouts amongst
their peers.
Paramedic Rees Remington (right center) was named ‘Paramedic of
the Year’ by the Missouri Emergency Medical Services Association
(MEMSA). This is the top award in the state for Paramedics.

Among other endeavors, Rees chairs SCCPA’s ‘All In 4 Life’ Charity
Poker Event, a fundraiser that has to date raised upwards of $40,000
for Cardinal Glennon and St. Charles County EMS Outreach.
Profiled in the first edition of Pulse Points for her tirelss efforts to help
the Midwest Marine Foundation, Stephanie Ashford (left center) was
named to this year’s ‘Beyond the Best’ list by Streetscape, a quarterly
lifestyle magazine based right here in St. Charles.
Stephanie’s efforts with the Midwest Marine Foundation began as an
afternoon of providing volunteer standby coverage in case a medical
emergency were to occur. That first visit sparked her passion, and
today she coordinates standby coverage for the non-profit’s quarterly
week-long sessions with service men and women returning from
active duty, and also plans and prepares meals for the veterans and
program volunteers.

Help Us Go Green & Save Green Switch To Pulse Points Electronic Delivery
Want to help the Ambulance District reduce our carbon footprint and save money in the process? Consider
signing up for electronic delivery of the Pulse Points quarterly newsletter. As an e-subscriber, you’ll be
among the first to know about news, projects and initiatives affecting your emergency medical service.
Switching to an electronic subscription is easy – just complete the following steps:
•
•
•

•

Go to our website, www.sccad.com
In the lower right corner, click on the ‘newsletter
signup’ button
Complete the form, making sure to include your
complete home address so we may remove it
from the mailing list
Click ‘submit’

If at any time you’d like to stop receiving the newsletter, there is an option to unsubscribe.
If you prefer your Pulse Points in its current, mailed
form, don’t worry – we’ll still offer the newsletter in
this format as well.

District To Recognize Savings
Utilizing Solar Panels
Many SCCAD ambulance stations and other facilities will soon
have a new look and operate more efficiently thanks to a unique
solar panel lease program that the District has opted to take
advantage of. Partnering with Brightergy, a local solar energy
company, the District will place solar panels on the roofs of 14 of
our buildings throughout the county. Panels will collect sunlight
and covert it to electricity, thereby lowering utility costs at those
buildings.
Brightergy’s program allows the Ambulance District to make
montly lease payments on the sytem and “lock in” our electric
rate for the term of said lease (20 years), which will result in
more and more savings as electric rates increase over time.
Over the lease period, it is estimated that the District will
recognize a net savings of over $700,000!
In addition to significant energy cost savings, there is a tremendous environmental impact to converting to
the solar panel system. According to Brightergy, a typical 25-kilowatt solar system will, over 30 years, offer
the equivalent of planting 18,000 tree seedlings, removing 700 tons of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
or taking 1.7 million car miles off the road. The total potential solar kilowatts generated by SCCAD’s system
will be 325!

St. Charles County Care Trak System Offers
Peace Of Mind To Local Families
For families caring for someone with Alzheimer’s disease, dementia or a developmental disability, the fear
always exists that the individual may one day run or wander away from home. As St. Charles County
Paramedics can sadly attest, this can result in tragic consequences. Recently, residents of St. Charles
County with loved ones affected by one of the aformentioned diagnoses were given the option of
participating in a program that could one day save the life of their family member.
Introduced as a joint venture between St. Charles County Sheriff’s Department and the St. Charles County
Department of Health & The Environment, Care Trak is a telemetry tracking system designed to locate lost
individuals who are wearing specially-designed wrist transmitters. Sheriff’s deputies are able to track the
person wearing the transmitter from one mile away on the ground, and five miles from the air. The
transmitters are waterproof, and are programmed with unique frequencies for each indiviual.
When an individual wearing a transmitter is reported missing by a
loved one calling 911, St. Charles County Sheriff’s deputies will
utilize the radio telemetry system to locate the missing person.
Several requirements must be met to participate in Care Trak, and
there is a one-time registration fee ($250) as well as an onging
battery replacement fee (currently $5.50 every two months). For
more information on the program, please contact the St. Charles
County Health Department at (636) 949-7400.
Whenever possible, St. Charles County Ambulance District acts as
a patient advocate for families in our service area, which includes
all municipalities and unincorporated areas of the county. Whether
its recommending our own programs or another agency’s, we are
proud to link those in need with resources in our community.
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Open for important news about more
reductions in your ambulance service!
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Tips

Quick

Vehicles:

• If an emergency vehicle is coming from behind, pull to the right
of the road & stop
• Multiple emergency vehicles may be responding to the call –
Stay put while all units pass
• If crews are already stopped & working on the shoulder of the
road, safely move left and give them space

